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Elycio Talen combines the best of both worlds

The experts in intensive language and culture courses implement computer-supported courses to further increase the effectiveness of the training

Rijswijk, 1 November 2007 – Elycio Talen (formerly Elsevier), the experts in intensive language and culture courses, combines the best of both worlds on the implementation of computer-supported training to further increase the effectiveness of the training. The Tell Me More e-learning program and BULATS digital examination - which students take at Elycio Talen - are the best of their kind. Elycio Talen has been providing professional culture and language courses since 1966. Combining the best of both worlds further increases the productivity of the teaching sessions with the trainer, thereby ensuring that the participants gain the maximum yield from their language courses. 

Elycio Talen notes an increasing demand for language courses, which in the organization’s opinion is due to the favourable economic developments and the awareness that the best results are achieved by communicating with others in their native language. The belief that a general knowledge of foreign languages was sufficient has been abandoned, and there is now a need for a perfect command of foreign languages in the speaker’s specific discipline (technology, engineering, law, medicine, diplomacy) as well as, for example, a perfect command of the language spoken at the corporate head offices of multinationals. These require a high-level command of foreign languages, whereby the language evolves into a culture carrier. 

Blended learning 
In Elycio Talen’s experience the participants in language courses have a continually decreasing amount of time at their disposal, and consequently they wish to make more efficient use of the time they have available. Elycio Talen responds to this group’s need by offering distance language courses, an e-learning programme in which the participants practice their speaking, listening, writing and reading skills whilst receiving support from a trainer by e-mail. 

A large number of students now use of computers during Elycio Talen language and culture courses. Caroline Kunen expects that within a few years all students will make use of computers: “However, this does not imply that e-learning will replace trainers. E-learning is an excellent supplement, and it increases the productivity of study time. Nevertheless, everything pivots on the interaction between trainer and student: the provision of customization, discussions about the students’ work, hobbies and interests and, last but not least, the input for the culture and manners elements of the study programme. These elements make every course unique. A good language course needs to enable the participants to both increase and improve their business. The support provided by e-learning further increases the effectiveness and efficiency of the course.” 

Optimum use of modern teaching aids 
Elycio Talen does not replace trainers by computers; the organization uses the aids – or persons – offering the greatest added value in the specific phase of the course. Students can sit their tests, do their homework and carry out follow-up ‘maintenance’ at a distance. “ Students are often amazed by the scope of  computer-supported learning, which extends far beyond merely clicking on the answers to multiple-choice questions. The computer assists the students in acquiring their speaking, listening, writing and reading skills, with e-mail assistance from the trainer which in turn provides support to the computer”, Caroline Kunen explains. Caroline is Elycio Talen’s e-learning expert, and recruits a continually increasing number of advocates of online learning. Each intake includes a demonstration of the method used by the programme, thereby increasing the students’ enthusiasm for the interactive use of homework modules. This method offers many more opportunities than traditional textbooks, and the students can log in at the time and location of their choice. Caroline Kunen explains: “They can, for example, log in at home or at some time during their working day; moreover, our students can continue to make use of the training material long after they have completed the course. The saying ‘Practice makes perfect’ is equally true for languages.” 

“Computers never become bored by repeating elements that students find difficult to master, such as pronunciation exercises. Moreover, computers carry out highly objective language-level tests at the beginning of the courses, and this can occasionally be quite a disillusionment for students who believe that they have ‘an excellent verbal and written command’ of the relevant language. However, this objective assessment does guarantee them a targeted course.” Most students find doing homework a lot less tedious with Tell Me More. Studying at home is made very simple – and complete – by Tell Me More’s audio and video material, digital dictionary/grammar book, and numerous exercises. 

BULATS 
Elycio Talen’s introduction of the internationally-recognized BULATS (Business Language Testing Service) language test at the beginning of 2007 enables the organization to make infallible assessments of individuals’ command of German, English, Spanish or French. BULATS, developed by the University of Cambridge in collaboration with the Alliance Française, Goethe-Institut and Universidad de Salamanca, constitutes a rapid, objective and accurate test of employees’ command of a foreign language for business purposes. BULATS is adaptive: the program begins by testing the individual’s knowledge of the language, whereby it gives assignments which are continually adapted on the basis of the level measured for the previous assignment. BULATS continues to ask questions until it measures a consistent language level. 
Students use the computer to test their level and train them in their routine; they receive assistance from the trainer to perfect their use of the language, learn the finesses, and achieve a natural command of the language. 

About Elycio Talen 
Elycio Talen, until recently Elsevier Talen, began providing professional culture/language courses and translation services in 1966. Elycio Talen, with branches in Amsterdam, Arnhem, Enschede, Papendrecht, Rijswijk, and  Brussels,  has a staff of more than 200. Elycio Talen is a membr of the Laudis Group of Companies. More information is available at www.elyciotalen.nl. 
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